
Ways to Support Children 

When Entering Reception



SEND Team

Mrs G Dunckley – SENDCo – Special Educational 
Needs and Disability Co-ordinator
Miss Edwards – Pastoral and SEN Support

As SENDCo, I oversee the provision for children who have a special 

educational or developmental need, liaising with parents, staff and outside 

agencies to ensure that each child is cared and provided for in the way that is 

right for them.

We believe it is vital that children get the right support at the right time. As a 

team, we support staff with advice, strategies and help monitor children’s 

behaviours to see if any additional support is needed. This is always from a 

place of support.



Working Together

▪ We are all working to the same goal, to make sure that your child 

feels fully supported at Amblecote Primary. 

▪ Therefore, any concerns will be shared with parents straight away. 

Staff will then explain how these concerns can be supported and 

what can be put in place.

▪ The SEND Team at Amblecote also offer behavioural and emotional 

support. 

▪ Today, I’m going to offer some support and games to help improve 

your child’s listening and ways to help co-regulate your child’s 

emotions, looking at an approach we use in school, Emotion 

Coaching.



Supporting your child 
coming into reception

 Listening is one of the most important skills you can teach your child.

 Listening skills will affect your child’s:

o Ability to develop speech and language skills

o Ability to read (hearing, distinguishing and blending sounds)

o Ability to follow verbal instructions at home and within school

o Ability to socialise and communicate effectively

o Ability to cope in general at home and at school

• Paying attention to this skill at home for just 5 – 10 minutes a 
day, can make a massive difference to your child’s overall 
listening ability and help them cope better at school.



Simple Listening Games

 These games will help to build vital listening and memory skills.

 Examples of games:

 Broken Telephone – (Chinese whispers)

 Musical Statues

 I went to the zoo and I saw a...

 Which is the odd one out?

 What sound is that?

 Go on a listening walk

 Listening to stories

 Give multiple instructions

 Ask questions during story times

 Draw a picture with instructions

 Model good listening and praise good listening



Remember to ...

 Encourage your child to look at you when 

you are talking to them and praise them for

doing this.

“I really liked it when you stopped and looked

at me straight away when I called your name.”

 Use simple and specific language -

 “Can you put away the blue box?”

 Use one-step instructions. Ask your child to repeat what you would 

like them to do.

 Use of praise/reward – share the good choices they have made



















Thank you for your time
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